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 Pastor’s Message 

 

My Beloved Church Family, 
 

     Every once in a while, someone says something that causes one to stop 
and say, “Hmmm.  That’s very interesting.  I’ll have to think about that.” 
 

     I had that experience recently, listening to a talk by a young man who was 
speaking of his experiences working in the kitchen at a church camp.  “I 
didn’t have much contact with the campers,” he said, “but we kitchen workers 
became very close.  One person in particular – he encourages me.” 
 

     There it was, a word that is not normally in my vocabulary.  Encourage. 
 

     The dictionary defines encourage as: “To give somebody hope or 
confidence.  To urge somebody to do something.  To foster something.” 
 

     I’ve been mulling over that word for several weeks now, and have come to 
realize what a positive word it is.  Imagine what life would be like if we 
thought in terms of encouragement – encouraging others and being encouraged by others.  People would do 
good deeds, we would respond with good deeds of our own, and others would react with still more good deeds. 
 

     Encouragement has been the spark that has ignited great changes in history. 
 

     In the seventh century B.C., God called upon Jonah to journey to Nineveh and preach to the people to return 
to the path of righteousness.  Jonah protested, but the Lord encouraged him with what we’d call “tough love.”  
As a consequence, 200,000 Assyrians, led by their king, repented and returned to the Lord. 
 

     Three thousand years ago, Moses was called to a burning bush where the Lord bade him go to Pharaoh and 
free the Hebrews from bondage.  Moses protested, but God encouraged him saying, “I will be with you,” and a 
whole nation was freed from slavery. 
 

     Two thousand years ago, Jesus performed his mission and preached a doctrine of love, despite the opposition 
of Rome and the Temple priesthood, fully aware of what His destiny would be.  Without God’s encouragement, 
Jesus might very well have “let the cup pass from him,” and a great religion might never have been born. 
 
     Most of us are blessed with family, teachers, friends, or even strangers who will readily offer an encouraging 
hand to help overcome a challenge.  Perhaps the need for encouragement is one of the reasons we come to 
church! 
 



     Ah, but there is a price for everything, and there is one to pay for encouragement as well.  Passing 
encouragement along repays the debt and gives joy and satisfaction as well.  An ancient Hebrew sage said, “The 
joy in doing a good deed should also be the encouragement to do another.” 
 

     There’s that word again! 
 

     May God continue to encourage you along your Lenten journey.    
 

With love and blessings, 

Pastor Ann 
 

Zoom Worship  
 

How are we going to worship on Sundays?      
     We will “simulcast” our Sunday worship on Zoom for those who cannot be in the Sanctuary. You may log 
on as early as 10:00 a.m. for coffee and conversation.  Worship begins promptly at 10:30. The easiest way to do 
Zoom is to download the Zoom App from the App Store.  Zoom will work on a computer, a laptop, an I-Pad, or 
a Smartphone.   
 
What are the Meeting IDs for Sunday Worship? 
     Now through April 11 inclusive, the Meeting ID is: 982 6280 7320.  The Passcode is: 205170 
 
What are the Meeting IDs for Wednesday 7:30 p.m. Lenten Worship Services? 
     For the Wednesday Lenten Services from February 17 through March 24 inclusive, 
     the Meeting ID is: 986 8617 9862.  The Passcode is: 975734 
 
What is the Meeting ID for the Good Friday Service? 
     For the Good Friday Service on April 2 at 7:30m p.m., the Meeting ID is: 929 3643 2633.  The Passcode is: 
     836542 
 
Will I get a reminder about logging on to these services? 
     If you are on the church e-mail list, you will get a weekly e-mail with the Zoom link.  
 
I don’t have a computer or a Smartphone.  What can I do? 
     You may telephone the following number:   

1-646-558-8656 
     You will be asked for a meeting ID and passcode. (Please see paragraphs 2 and 3.)   
     You won’t be able to see us, but you can still hear what’s going on. 
 
 
 
 

 

Birthday Blessings! 
 

March 8 – Nancy Jill 
March 16 – Diane Kirchhoff 
March 22 – Michael Ramirez 

 
 

 

 



Prayer 
Corner 

 
 

THE DIFFERENCE 
~Author Unknown 

 

I got up early one morning 
and rushed right into the day; 
I had so much to accomplish 

that I didn’t have time to pray. 
Problems just tumbled about me, 

and heavier came each task. 
“Why doesn’t God help me?” I wondered. 

He answered, “You didn’t ask.” 
 

I wanted to see joy and beauty,  
but the day toiled on gray and bleak; 

I wondered why God didn’t show me;   
He said, “But you didn’t seek.” 

I tried to come into God’s presence;  
I used all my keys at the lock; 

God gently and lovingly chided,  
“My child, you didn’t knock.” 

 

I woke up early this morning,  
and paused before entering the day; 

I had so much to accomplish 
 that I had to take time to pray. 

____________ 
 

MIRACLE 
~Phillips Brooks 

 

Do not pray for easy lives; pray to be stronger men. 
Do not pray for tasks equal to your powers,  

pray for powers equal to your tasks.   
Then the doing of your work shall be no miracle,  

but you shall be a miracle. 
Every day you shall wonder at yourself,  

at the richness of life which has come to you  
by the grace of God. 

______________ 
 

Practice hope.  As hopefulness becomes a habit, 
you can achieve a permanently happy spirit. 

~Norman Vincent Peale 

 
 

AS WE GATHER ROUND 
OUR FAMILY TABLE 

Prayer from an Old English Inn 
 

Give us, Lord, a bit o’sun,  
a bit o’ work, and a bit o’ fun; 

Give us all in the struggle and splutter,  
our daily bread and a bit o’ butter. 

 

Give us, Lord, a chance to be our goodly best, 
brave, wise, and free, 

Our goodly best for ourselves and others,  
till all men learn to live as brothers. 

 

____________ 
 

LORD, HELP US GET 

THROUGH THESE DAYS 
~Perry Tarksley 

 

Some day when we look back, 
we’ll see how God’s great love 

makes every day a stepping stone 
to bring us HOME above. 

 

Some day when we look back, 
this theme will be our song: 

“Good days, bad days – 
they’re stepping stones  

to get us where we belong.” 
 

Some day when we look back 
on troubled days and blest, 

We’ll shout, “God used our troubled days 
to get us to His best.” 

 

Some day we’ll sing in Heaven, 
“Our days were stepping stones. 

Dark days and fair – God sent them all 
to bring His children HOME.” 

 
~Submitted by Betty Chatfield 



 
Virginia Ann (Ginny) Soergel 

(February 19, 1933 – February 6, 2021) 
 

 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     Ginny’s Funeral Service was a family-only 
affair, and took place at Jacobsen’s Funeral Home 
on what would have been her 88th birthday.  She 
was buried with her beloved husband at Long Island 
National Cemetery. 
     Ginny knew she was a child of God.  She knew 
that she had been blessed with many gifts, and that 
it was her responsibility to share them.  She left us 
too soon, but during her time here on Earth, she 
made her corner of the world a better place.  Her 
love, her faith, her kindness, and her artistic talent 
will live forever in our minds and our hearts. 

 
 

Table Graces 
     At a recent Vision meeting, one of our members 
suggested that we encourage people to say grace 
before meals. 
     Here is one you might like: 

We thank You, Lord, 
for generous hearts, 

for sun and rainy weather. 
We thank You, Lord, 
for drink and food, 

and that we are together. 
Amen. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Winter Worship at FPC Greenlawn 

     On February 7, because of the weather, we had 
to worship via Zoom.  We celebrated The 
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.  The sermon was 
titled “Jesus, the Healer.” 
     Because of predicted ice on the roads, we 
decided to err on the side of caution, and worshiped 
again via Zoom on February 14.  The Sermon was 
called “The Transfiguration of Jesus.” 
     We were back in the Sanctuary on February 21, 
celebrating Valentine’s Day a week late.  We placed 
photos of loved ones on the Communion Table.  We 
blessed the Souper Bowl soup donations during the 
service.  The sermon was titled, “The Greatest of 
These is Love.”  After church, we viewed a film 
called War Room: The Power of Prayer.  
     On February 28, we were reminded of God’s 
will for us with “God’s Plan. 

 

Valentine’s Day Photos on Loved Ones 
 

Upcoming Worship Themes 
     March 7 we will unpack the practice of keeping 
the Sabbath holy.  The Sacrament of the Lord’s 
Supper will be celebrated. 
     On March 14, the sermon will be on the famous 
John 3:16 – “God So Loved the World.” 
     On March 21, we will explore John 12:20-33 
with a sermon called “Maybe There Is Hope.”  
     March 28 is Palm Sunday. We will celebrate 
Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem. 

 



 
One Great Hour of Sharing 

     In the Presbyterian Church (USA), there are four 
special offerings received: One Great Hour of 
Sharing, The Pentecost Offering, The Peace and 
Global Witness Offering, and The Christmas Joy 
offering.  At its February meeting, our Session 
voted to support all four offerings this year. 
    One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) is promoted 
during Lent and usually received on Palm Sunday.  
One third goes to the Presbyterian Hunger Program, 
one third to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, and 
one third to the Self-Development of People 
Program. 
     When this program was started in 1949, the idea 
was for everyone to donate the equivalent of one 
hour’s worth of wages; hence the title “One Great 
Hour of Sharing.”  Now people are simply asked to 
give whatever they choose. 
     OGHS envelopes will be included with your 
church bulletin on March 21.  Thank you in advance 
for your generosity. 
 

News from the Organ Bench 
     Our Music Director, Leonora Colletti, 
participated in an organ 
workshop called 
"Mindful Personal Organ 
Practice Techniques For 
the Young (And Not So 
Young) Organist, 
sponsored by SAGO 
(Suffolk Chapter of the 
American Guild of 
Organists) which aired as 
a Zoom meeting on 
February 28, 2021 at 
4:00pm. The featured clinician was Dr. Katherine 
Meloan, who is a professor at Manhattan School of 
Music. Leonora performed "While By My Sheep" 
arranged by Douglas E. Wagner, Jungst, a 
traditional German melody. She is grateful for this 
experience, and proud to be organist at FPCG.  

Happy St. Patrick’s Day! 
     We’ll be celebrating St. Patrick’s Day in style 
here at FPC 
Greenlawn, with a 
sing-along of Irish 
songs, karaoke 
style, after church 
on March 14. 
     Our chef-in-
residence, Gary 
Prentiss, will have 
shepherd’s pies 
available for “grab-
and-go” as you leave.  (Pies must be pre-ordered.  
Please call the church office at 631-261-2150.)  
And, our Fellowship Director, Debbie Eitel will be 
giving out Irish soda bread, muffin-style, after 
church. 
     Everybody is Irish on St. Paddy’s Day!  Start 
your celebrating with us on Sunday, March 14. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Updates from the Vision Team 
      The Vision Team had an open meeting after 
church on February 28. 
     During the month of February, the following 
ideas were implemented: 

 Hard copies of The Steeple Chimes were 
mailed to those who requested them. 

 The Daisy Scouts sold Girl Scout cookies 
after church on February 21.  They will sell 
cookies again of March 14. 

     There are several ideas that are being worked on 
for the future: 

 A church brochure is being developed. 
 We are looking to increase our on-line 

presence through such things as FaceBook 
and Patch (a local on-line newspaper). 

 A “Parents Day Off” is being planned for 
December. 

 A Wellness Angels Ministry” is being 
proposed.  The hand-crafted angel is on a 
keyring, and we would like to give them, 
along with a written prayer, to people who 
need support during difficult times. 

 



Lenten Services 
     Sadly, due to the pandemic, we will not be able 
to have our traditional soup suppers this year.  Our 
Wednesday Lenten Services take place on line at 
7:30 p.m. on March 3, 10, 17, and 24.   Please see 
page 2 of this newsletter for log-on information.  
 

Holy Week 
     We will begin our Holy Week observance with 
the waving of palms on March 28, as we celebrate 
Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem.  We will 
have a guest soloist, Peter Osterman, who will sing 
the lovely anthem The Holy City. 
     Maundy Thursday will be observed via Zoom in 
conjunction with one of our sister churches.  
Information will be available very soon via e-mail. 
     FPCG will observe Good Friday with a Zoom 
service on April 2 at 7:30 p.m.  Our service will be 
a Tenebrae Service, remembering the seven last 
words of Christ with readings and the extinguishing 
of the lights.  Log-on information may be found on 
page 2 of this newsletter. 
     Holy Week will conclude with a joyous in-
person celebration of Christ’s resurrection.  Our 
Service will be full of prayers traditional Easter 
music, flowers, and much more.  Our choir will sing 
Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring by J. S. Bach.  Please 
join us at 10:30 in our Sanctuary on April 4, Easter 
Sunday morning. 
 

Easter Flowers for the Altar 
     Because many floral wholesalers and retailers 
lost a lot of money last year, due to Easter Services 

being canceled, they 
aren’t growing many 
flowers this year. 
     We managed to 
reserve 20 Easter Lilies 
from a local wholesaler.  
They may be sponsored 
for $12 each.  We are still 

working on locating some tulips, daffodils, and 
hyacinths.  We will send an e-mail out with further 
information shortly.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Souper Bowl of Caring     
     Many thanks to those who contributed to our 
“Souper Bowl of Caring” project.  We collected 74 
cans of soup, which will help to alleviate hunger in 
our local area. 
 

Missions Committee 
     Our Missions Committee is being reorganized, 
with Kathie Gerlach as its chair.   
     The duties of the committee include identifying 
charities who can benefit from our benevolence 
funds, and seeking local charitable projects where 
we can be of help.  Additionally, the committee 
organizes our church’s participation in the four 
special offerings of the PC(USA), and gives 
occasional Minutes for Mission during worship to 
keep the congregation informed about its work. 
     The Missions Committee is recruiting members.  
Do you have a heart for mission?  If so, please see 
Kathie Gerlach.  
 

Our Session 
Susan Perrotta, Recording Clerk 

 

Class of 2021                       Class of 2022 
Betty Chatfield                     Diane Kirchhoff 
Debbie Eitel                         Gary Prentiss 
Ruth Satterlee                      George Santos 
 

                             Class of 2023 

                            Arlissa Dean 
                            Kathleen Gerlach 
 

Calling All Deacons! 
     Have you served as a 
Deacon in this or any other 
Presbyterian Church?  We 
would love to know who you 
are.  Please see Pastor Ann 
after church. 

 



 
 

Diet, Day 1:  I have removed all the bad food from 
the house.  It was delicious. 
 

I hate it when people act all intellectual and talk 
about Mozart while they’ve never even seen one of 
his paintings.   
 

My ducks are absolutely not in a row.  At this point, 
I have no idea where my ducks even are. 
 

Pro tip:  Keep cake moist by eating it all in one 
sitting. 
 

I have a phobia of German sausage.  Yes, I fear the 
wurst. 
 

Don’t tell me about your childhood problems.  I was 
forced to watch Lawrence Welk as a kid. 
 

It’s a shame that nothing is built in the USA any 
more.  I just bought a TV and it said, “Built in 
Antenna.”  I don’t even know where that is. 
 

Hamburger Helper only helps if the hamburger is 
ready to accept that it needs help. 
 

I hate it when I see an old person and then realize 
that we went to high school together. 
 

When one door closes, another one opens.  Other 
than that, it’s a pretty good car. 
 

Welcome to adulthood.  You get mad when they 
rearrange the grocery store now. 
 

I don’t know how many cookies it takes to be 
happy, but so far, it’s not twenty-seven. 
 

A man is suing Smart Water for not making him 
smart, and I’d like to formally announce my lawsuit 
against Thin Mints. 
 

My wife just said that if I don’t get off of the 
computer and help her with the dishes, she’s going 
to slam my head into the computer; I think she’s 
justjokingqwertyuiop394567890yuiop[dfghjklxcvbn
erfgnhmrtyhujikortgy 

 
 
 

From the Pastor’s Kitchen: 
Baked Zucchini 

 

     As with many other recipes, this one has a back 
story.    
     Like most other kids, my siblings and I would 
decide we didn’t like certain foods without even 
tasting them.  (For instance, I never ate sliced jellied 
cranberry sauce until I was an adult because I 
thought it looked like sliced beets, which I abhor.) 
     My mother would occasionally make baked 
zucchini, and we would turn our noses up at it.  One 
night, my father had had enough of this nonsense.  
“You’re all going one small spoonful, or there will 
be no dessert,” he announced.  
     Begrudgingly, we tried it.  “Hey, this stuff is 
really good,” we declared, and we asked for more.  
My parents were lucky to get any zucchini at all that 
night! 
     This recipe meets my requitement of being 
delicious and not having a lot of ingredients. 
 

Ingredients: 
2 Zucchini 
1 Medium Onion 
¾ Cup Spaghetti Sauce 
Olive Oil 
Parmesan or Romano cheese (optional) 

 

     Preheat the oven to 375 degrees.  Julienne the 
onion, and slice the zucchini into 1/8-inch rounds.  
Sauté the onions in olive oil, then put them in an 
oven-proof bowl.  (Corning ware works well.)  
Sauté the zucchini, then put them on top of the 
onions.  Mix the onions and zucchini with the 
spaghetti sauce.  Cover and bake until the spaghetti 
sauce bubbles.  Top with Parmesan or Romano 
cheese, and serve. 
     If you are in a rush, this tastes just as good if you 
cook it in the microwave.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


